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Subject: Geography  

Year group:  4  

Term: Autumn 

Unit name: Rivers and the water cycle 

Innovation and Sustainability link: 

How can innovation in renewable energy generate power, creating 

sustainability. Hydro power could be explored along with tidal or 

potential barrage power. Children could find out more about the 

water cycle in the Centre for Alternative Technology. Alternatively 

or in addition to, the use of rivers as transport could be explored.  

Vocabulary:  

River bank, river bed, flow, source, tributary, confluence, 

gorge, meander, flood pain, estuary, mouth, sediment. 

Evaporate, water vapor, condense, precipitation.  
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Specific Knowledge (linked to the National Curriculum): 

Rives start at the highest point and flow down stream gaining water as they go and ending 

where they join another river, enter a lake or the sea.  

Rivers flow in channel, the bottom is called the bed and the sides, the banks.  

Almost all rivers have an upper, middle and lower course and their features include: source, 

tributary, confluence, gorge, meander, flood pain, estuary, mouth 

Rivers can provide food, energy, recreation, protection, transport routes, fertile soil and 

water for drinking, washing and irrigation.  

That erosion occurs as rivers wear away the banks and bed and carry sediment down-stream.  

Know the water cycle is when water is heated by the sun and evaporates to form water 

vapour. This rises, cools down and condenses to form clouds, The clouds are blown over high 

ground where the water falls back to the ground as precipitation (rain, sleet, snow, hail). 

Know that water can become polluted by waste and some of the possible impacts this may 

have.  

Know some of the worlds major river and where they are on a world map. To include, but not 

limited to: Amazon, Volga, Nile, Sudan, Egypt.  

The River Severn is the longest river in the UK, with its source in Wales.  

 

Subject specific implementation:  

Children should use maps and atlases to look at where rivers are and plot 

their course.  

Children should use many photographs and video to conceptualise rivers 

and localities 

There is potential for children to carry out field work study – Cardingmill 

Valley, Severn visitor centre, walks through Shrewsbury.  
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Prior learning: 

Children have learn about different regions of the world, including hot and 

cold areas and polar regions. They have studied the UK and other areas of 

the world to draw contrasts with them. They therefore have a broad 

concept of the world.  

 


